Our Anglicanism: EPIC worship and ministry

If I were asked to describe Church of the Redeemer, I would say that it is Anglican; or in other words, it is Evangelical, Catholic and Pentecostal/charismatic.  I would also add another descriptor: Inspirational.  I think our worship, ministry and fellowship are inspirational, inspired and inspiring.  These four words make a nice acronym to remember—EPIC (Evangelical, Pentecostal, Inspirational, Catholic).

Anglicans have traditionally recognized three streams of Christianity, as we seek to be evangelical, catholic and Pentecostal/charismatic.  In being evangelical, we emphasize God's mission in the world to seek and save the lost through the spreading of the good news of Jesus Christ.  Our catholic stream represents our acknowledgement of the universal nature and oneness of the body of Christ; we are members of the one, apostolic, catholic (universal) church.   Finally, the Pentecostal or charismatic stream is our recognition of our dependence on the Holy Spirit and of his presence among us.

How do we live as evangelicals?  We engage in mission.  Jesus teaches us two things to inspire our message: 1. Jesus is the ONLY way to salvation and eternal life and 2.  He commands us to make disciples of all people.    As the Father has sent Jesus into the world to seek and save the lost, God sends us into the world to carry on this mission with him.

What makes us catholic?  Anglicans are not Roman Catholic which is a denomination, but we are part of the one body of Christ which is the catholic church of which all Christians are members.  We live this out in our communion and relationships with other Christians from all denominations.  The Church of the Redeemer is eager to join with other churches to demonstrate our oneness in Christ to the world.  We are also catholic, because we remember the saints that have come before us—the “cloud of witnesses.”  Our liturgy draws us back to the worship of the first century Christians.

And finally, how are we Pentecostal and charismatic? The apostle Paul exhorts Christians to “be filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Ephesians 5:18)  The Holy Spirit is the promised gift that is power from heaven.  He enables us to live godly lives that bear witness to the life of Jesus. To be Pentecostal is to be in the succession of those early disciples upon whom God poured the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost.  This is the transformation that Jesus predicted when he instructed his followers that they would receive power from on high.  

We are also charismatic people, accepting God’s gifts and using them to serve Him and each other.  The apostle Peter writes to Christians, “Each one should use whatever gift (charisma) he or she has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10)  The term “charismatic” is merely the adjectival form of the Greek word “charisma” meaning gift.  To be charismatic is to be in reception of God's gifts of life and Spirit.  The Holy Spirit in us gives us additional “charisma” or gifts for the ministry and expression of his love and power.  

EPIC—A story that is still being written; it is a story of our lives together with God—let’s live it to the fullest.

